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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This paper provides details of the Transport Committee’s recent report on London’s cycling 

infrastructure. 

 
 
2. Recommendations 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the report, London’s cycling infrastructure, as agreed by the 

Chairman under delegated authority, in consultation with the Deputy Chair and party 

Group Lead Members, as set out at Appendix 1. 

 

2.2 That the Committee notes the record of its site visits to test new cycling infrastructure in 

central London and Walthamstow, as set out at Appendix 2. 

 

 

3. Background  
 
3.1 The Committee investigated London’s cycling infrastructure in 2017/18. The terms of reference for 

the investigation were: 

 To examine the Mayor’s strategy for London’s cycling infrastructure, considering how his 

Healthy Streets approach will differ from previous approaches. 

 To hold the Mayor to account on delivering his manifesto commitments on cycling. 

 To assess the effectiveness of existing infrastructure schemes, particularly Cycle 

Superhighways and Quietways. 

 To consider ways to improve public consultation about cycling infrastructure schemes. 

 To recommend ways of using cycling infrastructure to increase cycling take-up. 

3.2 The investigation included a call for views and information, site visits to test new infrastructure, and 

meetings with Transport for London (TfL) and other stakeholders.  

 

3.3 At the Transport Committee meeting on 19 February 2018, the Committee delegated authority to 

the Chairman, in consultation with the Deputy Chair and party Group Lead Members, to agree the 

report. 



        

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 Two site visits were conducted during the investigation. On 9 February 2018, Committee Members 

rode on Cycle Superhighways and Quietways in central London, led by Transport for London. On   

26 February 2018, Committee Members rode around the Mini-Holland in Walthamstow, led by the 

London Borough of Waltham Forest. A combined note of the visits is attached at Appendix 2. 

4.2 The final report, as found at Appendix 1, was agreed by the former Chairman under delegated 

authority in consultation with the former Deputy Chair and party Group Lead Members. The 

recommendations of the report are: 

Recommendation 1 

TfL should publish a timeline for the six new cycling routes announced by the Mayor in January 

2018, setting out key design, consultation and construction milestones. We also ask TfL to set a 

date by which the detailed schedule for delivery of the 19 remaining routes will be published.1 

Recommendation 2 

The Mayor should change the name of Cycle Superhighways to something more inclusive. He should 

consider running a public engagement process to allow Londoners to choose a new name. 

Recommendation 3 

The Mayor should develop Supplementary Planning Guidance for cycling following the publication of 

the final version of the new London Plan. This would turn the London Cycling Design Standards into 

formal guidance, so the Mayor can more effectively ensure that minimum standards are followed by 

boroughs and developers. This should include specific minimum requirements set for new cycle 

parking to ensure it is safe, secure and appropriately located. 

Recommendation 4 

TfL should develop a framework to monitor and evaluate the Liveable Neighbourhoods programme, 

as well as encourage boroughs to collect and share data and establish a mechanism to allow 

boroughs to put forward Liveable Neighbourhoods plans on an ongoing basis.2 

Recommendation 5 

TfL should produce a cycle parking plan, setting out clear steps towards meeting the obvious 

demand that is currently not being met. TfL needs to set out how the demand for cycle parking will 

be met, which partners will play a role, and how this infrastructure will be funded. 

Recommendation 6 

The Office of Rail and Road, as part of its periodic review (PR18) of Network Rail’s CP6 plans, 

should consider the need for more cycle parking at train stations and asks Network Rail to address 

this shortcoming in its business plan.   

 

                                                 
1 David Kurten AM of UKIP recommends that there should be a halt to the Cycle Superhighway building programme. They are 
mostly empty outside peak times. They cause congestion and increase journey times by narrowing trunk routes and reducing the 
number of lanes for other important traffic like buses, taxis and delivery, service & emergency vehicles. Quietways should 
continue to be developed, but they should only be built where there is uninterrupted cycling for at least a mile. Cycle lanes which 
stop and start randomly are a waste of space and money, as it is easier and quicker for cyclists to use the road. 
2 David Kurten AM of UKIP recommends that Liveable Neighbourhoods should allow walking and cycling and make life more 
pleasant for residents, but should not be deliberately designed to penalise motorists. This is especially true in Outer London where 
car ownership is higher, and residents make more use of their own cars. Access for taxis, buses, emergency vehicles and service 
vehicles must not be made difficult. 



        

Recommendation 7 

The Mayor’s Supplementary Planning Guidance for cycling should instruct boroughs to require that 

new developments have parking space for dockless bikes. He should also ask TfL to provide space in 

appropriate places on the TfL Road Network. We also urge the Mayor to implement our 

recommendation for a London-wide licensing scheme. 
 
 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 
5.2 Officers confirm that the report, Future Transport: How is London responding to technological 

innovation? falls within the Committee’s terms of reference. 
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 
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